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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the office action from 8/3 1/2005, the applicant has submitted an 
amendment, filed 10/27/2005, canceling claims 1, 2, 4, 13-17, and 23-26, thereby rendering the 
previous claim rejections moot. Thus, since only the claims containing previously indicated 
allowable subject matter remain, claims 5-11 and 1 8-21 are allowable over the prior art of record 
for the reasons given below. 

2. In light of the applicant's arguments regarding the certified foreign priority document 
(amendment, page 12), the examiner acknowledges the receipt of the document and the claim for 
foreign priority based on the 2000-022752 application filed in Japan on 1/3 1/2000. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 5-1 1 and 18-21 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With respect to Claims 5, 8, and 18, the prior art of record fails to explicitly teach or 
fairly suggest a system or computer program stored on a computer readable medium that assigns 
a connection number to a plurality of USB voice recording and reproducing apparatuses 
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(external data recording and reproducing apparatuses) when one of the apparatuses is connected 
to a personal computer (information processing apparatus), acquires an apparatus identification 
code from a connected apparatus, stores the connection and ID codes in a data table, and displays 
the connection and ED information stored in the table to allow a user to select an ED or 
connection number and a subsequent apparatus based on the selected number to change device- 
related data stored in the table which is used to further update a recorded voice file header. Prior 
art such as Terui (U.S. Patent: 5,903,871) and Kato (U.S. Patent: 5,974,005) disclose similar 
apparatuses and recording mediums, but fails to teach the recited apparatus and recording 
medium wherein it comprises a connection number allocation means for, after connecting the 
external voice recording and reproducing USB apparatuses to the information processing 
apparatus, allocating a connection number to each of the connected external data recording and 
reproducing apparatuses in combination with first selecting a connection number and ED to 
further choose a voice recording device for changing its associated control data . Dependent 
claims 6-7, 9-1 1 and 19-21 are allowed because they further limit their parent claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James S. Wozniak whose telephone number is (571) 272-7632. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 7:30-5:00, F, 7:30-4, Off Alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on (571) 272-7582. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



James S. Wozniak 
11/4/2005 




